
SWIMMING POOLS 
 

§RE4101 
GENERAL 

 
§RE4101.1 Scope. The provisions of this chapter shall apply to the construction and installation of electric wiring and equipment 
associated with all swimming pools, wading pools, decorative pools, fountains, hot tubs and spas, and hydromassage bathtubs, 
whether permanently installed or storable, and shall apply to metallic auxiliary equipment, such as pumps, filters and similar 
equipment. §RE4102 through §RE4106 provide general rules for permanent pools, spas and hot tubs. §RE4107 provides specific rules 
for storable pools. §RE4108 provides specific rules for spas and hot tubs. §RE4109 provides specific rules for hydromassage bathtubs. 
 
§RE4101.2 Definitions. 
 

CORD-AND PLUG-CONNECTED LIGHTING ASSEMBLY. A lighting assembly consisting of a cord and plug-connected 
transformer and a lighting fixture intended for installation in the wall of a spa, hot tub, or storable pool. 
 
DRY-NICHE LUMINAIRE. A luminaire intended for installation in the wall of a pool or fountain in a niche that is sealed against 
the entry of pool water. 
 
FORMING SHELL. A structure designed to support a wet-niche lighting fixture assembly and intended for mounting in a pool or 
fountain structure. 
 
FOUNTAIN. Fountains, ornamental pools, display pools, and reflection pools. The definition does not include drinking fountains. 
 
HYDROMASSAGE BATHTUB. A permanently installed bathtub equipped with a recirculating piping system, pump, and 
associated equipment. It is designed so it can accept, circulate and discharge water upon each use. 
 
MAXIMUM WATER LEVEL. The highest level that water can reach before it spills out. 
 
NO-NICHE LUMINAIRE. A luminaire intended for installation above or below the water without a niche. 
 
PACKAGED SPA OR HOT TUB EQUIPMENT ASSEMBLY. A factory-fabricated unit consisting of water-circulating, heating 
and control equipment mounted on a common base, intended to operate a spa or hot tub. Equipment may include pumps, air 
blowers, heaters, luminaires, controls and sanitizer generators. 
 
PERMANENTLY INSTALLED SWIMMING AND WADING POOLS. Those that are constructed in the ground or partially in 
the ground, and all others capable of holding water with a depth greater than 42 inches (1067 mm), and all pools installed inside of a 
building, regardless of water depth, whether or not served by electrical circuits of any nature. 
 
POOLCOVER, ELECTRICALLY OPERATED. Motor-driven equipment designed to cover and uncover the water surface of a 
pool by means of a flexible sheet or rigid frame. 
 
SELF-CONTAINED SPA OR HOT TUB. A factory-fabricated unit consisting of a spa or hot tub vessel with all water-
circulating, heating and control equipment integral to the unit. Equipment may include pumps, air blowers, heaters, luminaires, 
controls and sanitizer generators. 
 
SPA OR HOT TUB. A hydromassage pool, or tub for recreational or therapeutic use, not located in health care facilities, designed 
for immersion of users, and usually having a filter, heater, and motor-driven blower. They are installed indoors or outdoors, on the 
ground or supporting structure, or in the ground or supporting structure. Generally, a spa or hot tub is not designed or intended to 
have its contents drained or discharged after each use. 
 
STORABLE SWIMMING OR WADING POOL. Those that are constructed on or above the ground and are capable of holding 
water with a maximum depth of 42 inches (1067 mm), or a pool with nonmetallic, molded polymeric walls or inflatable fabric walls 
regardless of dimension. 
 
THROUGH-WALL LIGHTING ASSEMBLY. A lighting assembly intended for installation above grade, on or through the wall 
of a pool, consisting of two interconnected groups of components separated by the pool wall. 
 
WET-NICHE LUMINAIRE. A luminaire intended for installation in a forming shell mounted in a pool or fountain structure 
where the luminaire will be completely surrounded by water. 


