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CHAPTER III: VISION, GOALS & OBJECTIVES 
 

3.1 Vision  
 

“The Town of Newstead and Village of Akron will work together towards enhancing and promoting the 

quality of life for residents while finding a balance between maintaining the existing character of the 

communities, and attracting new people and businesses” 

 

This will be achieved through focusing on the following: 

 Directing growth to specific, strategic areas  

 Providing additional housing options 

 Exploring opportunities for additional transit options 

 Addressing needs of the aging infrastructure 

 Managing the physical, social and financial resources as the communities prepare for the future. 

 Planning for “spin-off” growth from developments within neighboring communities 

 Preserving & protecting agricultural land and farming operations 

 
3.2 Goals & Objectives 

 

1. Goal: Maintain and Enhance Rural Character 

 

Objectives: 

 

A. Ensure that future development in the Town and Village is in conformance with 

the vision of the Town, Village and region.  

 

B. Adhere to smart growth policies. 

 

C. Identify the areas of the community that are defined as Developed (Rural 

Center), Developing and Rural in accordance with the Regional Framework for 

Growth.  

 

D. Maintain agriculturally viable lands and important open spaces in the Town and 

Village.  

 

E. Ensure new development is attractive and enhances our character in 

accordance with the communities’ regulations and codes. 

 

F. Minimize land use conflicts as new development occurs. 

 

G. Existing building styles and visual attributes such as barns, stone walls, and 

vegetation should be incorporated into proposed development. 
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H. The Village should continue to build upon its central business district and its “Main 

Street, USA” ideals.  

 

I. Improve upon and create gateway features that promote the character of 

each community or hamlet and that tie them together.   

 

J. Create laws, ordinances, and policies that support the goal of enhancing rural 

character and these objectives. 

 

K. Encourage, enhance, and help coordinate the regional and local parks, trail 

way systems, and natural resources in and around the community. 

 

2. Goal: Preserve, Protect and Enhance the Viability of Agriculture in our Community 

 

Objectives: 

 

A. Establish an agricultural preservation strategy at the municipal level to maintain 

the viability of local farming operations that acknowledges the changing 

conditions, trends, and operations occurring in the community and region.   

 

B. Strengthen the economic viability of Farming within the Town and Village. 

 

C. Help to promote sustainable management systems for agricultural. 

 

D. Maintain the agricultural districts and help implement the Erie County Agricultural 

Protection Plan. 

 

E. Promote education of agriculture and its importance in the community, the 

region, and the country. 

 

F. Strengthen the collective food system of the Town and the Village by 

implementing applicable recommendations included in One Region Forward’s 

Growing Together: Ensuring Healthy Food, Strong Farms, and Prosperous Buffalo 

Niagara. 

 

3. Goal: Provide an Efficient Distribution of Public Services that improves the Quality of Life for 

All 

 

Objectives: 

 

A. Target the expansion of municipal sewer services to specific development areas 

within the Town as denoted in this Plan. Build upon the Village’s recent 

Wastewater Facility Report. 

 

B. Maintain and enhance the water distribution system in the Town of Newstead 

and Village of Akron.   
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C. Ensure that our residents have adequate stormwater/drainage facilities that are 

sustainable and meet the requirements of New York State, the region and our 

local laws 

 

D. Recognize the importance of the utilities provided by the Village/Town.   

 

E. Build upon the successes of the Village’s electric system and cooperatively 

investigate other alternative and sustainable forms of energy.  

 

F. Facilitate the expansion of natural gas to as many residents and businesses as 

possible. 

 

G. Building upon Erie County’s Broadband Internet Study, support the expansion of 

this service to all residents of the community. 

 

4. Goal: Capitalize on our Resources, Assets, and Advantages to Promote Economic 

Opportunities 

 

Objectives: 

 

A. Maintain and promote expansion of existing businesses and industries in 

appropriate locations in Newstead and Akron. 

 

B. In accordance with regional planning initiatives, support the continued 

revitalization of the Akron central business district. 

 

C. Continue to attract new, appropriate businesses and industries to the 

community. 

 

D. Promote and support agriculture and the businesses that support agriculture. 

 

E. Promote and support innovative businesses that complement existing businesses 

in the community and region. 

 

F. Create an atmosphere that spurs entrepreneurial activity in accordance with the 

regional economic development strategy.  

 

G. Continue to create great places within our community that attract people to 

live, work, and play here. 

 

H. Recognize the aging population and its effects on the economy.   

 

I. Support innovative energy projects, especially those that encourage economic 

development. 
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  5. Goal: Protect Significant, Locally Important Scenic and Natural Resources 

 

Objectives: 

 

A. Minimize negative impacts to the natural environment as new development 

occurs 

 

B. Promote a regional focus on the communities’ resources, such as the five 

watersheds that transect the communities. 

 

C. Recognize the importance of the Onondaga Escarpment and continue to 

incorporate it into the codes and regulations of the community. 

 

D. Establish a program to identify, prioritize and protect or preserve the locally and 

regionally important scenic and natural resources of the community. 

 

E. Recognize and support the importance of agriculture to the environment of the 

community and assist farmers with understanding their potential impacts on the 

environment. 

 

F. Implement recommendations of the Niagara River Watershed Management 

Plan to help with drainage and water quality in the community and the region. 

 

G. Protect and promote the parks, conservation lands and trails in the Town and 

Village. 

 

H. Enhance and promote the significant historic and archaeological resources 

within Newstead and Akron. 

 

6. Goal: Provide High Quality Community Services (Schools, Emergency Services, and 

Recreation) 

 

  Objectives: 

 

A. Continue to support the provision of cost-effective emergency services to 

Newstead and Akron residents, acknowledging the changing conditions and 

the need for creative solutions. 

 

B. Ensure a recreational system in Newstead and Akron that is safe, attractive, 

easily accessible, and linked to an overall local/regional plan. 

 

C. Continue to cooperate with the school districts in providing important 

community services.   

 

D. Understand the impacts and plan for multigenerational facilities.   
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7. Goal: Ensure a Safe, Efficient, and Multi-Faceted Transportation System for Residents in the 

Community and for Visitors   

 

  Objectives: 

 

A. Determine specific transportation corridors that are in need of improvement 

and prioritize them in accordance with Regional goals and community 

needs. 

 

B. Communicate with the GBNRTC, State agencies, and surrounding 

communities to monitor changes in transportation systems throughout the 

communities and region. 

 

C. Promote alternative and diverse forms of transportation in the Town and 

Village that connect people within the community and to areas outside of 

the community. 

 

D. Maintain and enhance the bike and trail systems in the community. 

 

E. Support the re-routing of truck traffic from the Village “downtown.” 

 

8. Goal: Achieve Orderly and Manageable Growth in the Community 

 

Objectives: 

 

A. Control growth to be able to provide a high quality of life in the Town or Village 

for all existing and future residents. 

 

B. Help residents to have the necessary services to maintain and improve their 

quality of life in a fiscally responsible manner. 

 

C. Grow the community based on this Plan and the regional plans referenced 

herein. 

 

D. Modernize the Town and Village regulations in accordance with this Plan. 

 

 

 

9. Goal: Provide Diverse, Attractive, and Safe Housing 

 

Objectives: 

 

A. Ensure that new housing is located in areas that can be supported by 

transportation and infrastructure while protecting the natural environment. 

 

B. Promote alternative, multi-generational housing opportunities while protecting 

the character of our community. 

 


