
STEFAN I. MYCHAJLIW 
ERIE COUNTY COMPTROLLER 

May 30, 2019 

Hon. Andrew M. Cuomo 
Governor of the State of New York 
NYS State Capitol Building 
Albany, NY 12224 

RE: Opposition to Granting Illegal Immigrants NYS Drivers' Licenses 

Dear Governor Cuomo: 

Proposed legislation moving through both the New York State Senate and Assembly aims to provide illegal 
immigrants the right to obtain a New York State driver's license. If passed, these bills will grant illegal immigrants 
different, and possibly stronger, rights to a license than legal New York State residents. These bills include troubling 
language that may subject County Clerks to removal from office if they refuse to comply with this law, even though 
the plain language and stated purpose are clearly at odds with the federal Constitution that we all swore an oath to 
uphold. 

Eventually the final bill will make its way to your desk and will require your signature to become law, or you 
could choose a more responsible path and provide your signature to veto it. (As you've already chosen not to 
rescind the Executive Order that prevents illegals from obtaining licenses, we believe you have already 
demonstrated some of the prudence in exercising such a veto.) As independently elected officials in Erie County, 
New York, we are both very concerned about the negative consequences a law like this could have. We are firm in 
our opposition to granting illegal immigrants a New York State driver's license, or any other form of official 
government identification. Our opposition is primarily based in the principle that the oath of office we took to 
uphold the law is something we take very seriously and normalizing illegal immigration is wrong and has 
consequences. These individuals are breaking the law by being here. They should be subject to the full force and 
effect of the federal immigration laws, not rewarded with a valid driver's license in New York State. 

We are working together in a bipartisan manner to thoroughly explore those negative consequences, especially 
for law enforcement. This morning, we announced a partnership where the Erie County Clerk's Office will work with the 
Erie County Comptroller's Office, and other interested parties, to produce a report detailing the negative consequences 
of providing illegal immigrants driver's licenses. As public servants, we believe the public needs to fully understand all 
sides of this issue, including the negative consequences that are often conveniently ignored or downplayed by state 
lawmakers. 

As Governor of the great State of New York, you also took an oath of office. You put your hand on a Bible. 
You swore to uphold the laws of the United States of America. You pledged to the public to honor that 
commitment, and oppose any legislation that is contrary to federal immigration laws. 

Sincerely, 
• • 

MICHAEL P. KEARNS 
ERIE COUNTY CLERK 

Erie County Comptroller 
Hon. Michael P. Kearns 
Erie County Clerk 

cc: WNY State Delegation 


