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Sluann · Eve, c:::l:n* 
PL.: 716/858-8853 

Honorable Mark C. Poloncarz 
Erie County Executive 
95 Franklin Street 
Buffalo, NY 14202 

Re: Reltoiatfon of full-time Chaplain position at Erte County Holdlna Center 

Dear County Executive Poloncarz: 

The members of the Erie County Community Corrections Advisory Board 
believe that the prisoners at the Erie County Holding Center should have access 
to a full-time Chaplain. They scree with Common Council Member Reverend 
Darius G. Priqen that, the presence of a Chaplain can reduce the Incidence of 
recidivism. Enclosed Is a copy of a letter from Rev. Prfdaen, In which he 
explains why the presence of a full-time Chaplain Is beneficial to the prisoners 
and the community. 

The present policy of using volunteers, and providing a small stipend to one of 
the volunteers to conduct 1 weekly church service is not sufficient. 

Until 2005 prisoners at the Holdins Center had the benefit of a full-time 
Chaplain. Sadly the position was eliminated In 2005. I am wrttlns on behalf of 
the Board to request that you support restoration of the Chaplain position In 
the next Erie County Budget. 

Sincerely, 

~ . .s:__._ ot=P~ 
Revere,.-;tE~gene L Pierce 
Chair 
Endosure 

CC: Erie County Lesislature 
Buffalo Common Council member, Reverend Darius G. Prldsen 

UIUIW.erie.govlkgislature 
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DARIUS G. PRIDGEN 
EWCOTT DISTRICT COUNOL MEMBER 
65 NIAGAA." SQUARE. 1408 CIT\' HALL 
BUFFALO. NY l-'202-3318 
PHONE: (716)851-&980 • F.o\.~ 1716 851-6576 

Oty of Butf.alo Webslle: "'\w.dl\'obufUJo.com 
Blicou Olsltfct Webslae: W\\W .buff.lloellicondlslrict.com 

January 26, 20U 

Eugene L Pierce 
68 West Tulan Dr. 
Cheektowap, NY 14227 

Dear Reverend Pierce: 

COMMIITUS 

CMLSERVICE 
FI~A.,..CE 

LECISLA TION 

Sf:ilOR Lf<ilSl,AD\If ASSISTANT 

VERNEE W. SHAW 

This letter serves as a humble request for a full time Chaplain to the Erie County Holding Center 
and Correctional Fadllty. 

The presence of rellllous programming in these facilities Is tied to the rehabilitation of offenders. 
Religion is a more relatable form of counseling for prisoners that are familiar with the doctrine, and 
those who may not typically gravtbrte towards It may as a result of a Chaplain's established rapport. 
The Chaplain becomes pastor to the Inmates as well as their teacher in spiritual matters. His 
mission, like that of the church lndudes regeneration, splrttual development and hope. 

I believe the return of a prison Chaplain will assist Individuals as they work to reenter society, their 
self-esteem wllllnaease and repeated or habitual relapse In a1mlnal matters will deaease. 

Slnce~ly, 

r-·~ ,.· .. -2· , 
l \ j' ~,:.._./,,-~ ./ .- ' 
~- ~ ,. ~/-

Darius G. Pridgen 
Ellicott District Coundl Member 

Ellicott District. •. A Great Place To Wor.(;. live, and Enjoy. 




