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Members of Erie CoUDty Legislature 
o/oHoo. Thomas A. Lougbam . 
Erie County Legislator, District S 

7 Bembardt Drive 
Amherst, NY 14226 

Dear Members of Erie County Legislature: 

Thank you for continuiug your intaest in the initiatives associated wi1h the Amherst Symphony 
Ordlestra as per our discussions. 

The purpose of1his letter is to reiterate my iDterest in seeking fiDanciaJ support &om the Erie 
County Legislature associaled wi1h the 2012-13 Amherst Symphony Orchestra's season. As 
will be outlined in accompanying documentation, the orchestra is indeed one of the cultural 
centerpieces of Western New Y ark. However, as all cuJtural institutiODS, they fitc:e challenges 
related to sustainability in 1his vay challeapd environment. 

As per our discussions, please note the following: 

• Over the coune of a symphonic season, approximately 5,000 individuals have an 
opportunity and/or participate in the five CODCCII1s and St. Gregory School 
ment.oriDg project offered by the Amherst Symphoa:y this year. 

• Of that, 94% are &om Erie County. A furtha' delineation of that data indicates that 
approximately 85% of those individuals participating reside within the zip codes of 
14226 aod 14221. The remaining percentages vuy &om zip codes 140 through 
154. Hence, we have a very significant aepreseutation from the 5111 District which it 
should be noted is wi1hin the County a very populous region. 

Furthennoae, our demographics indicate that the participants in the Symphony 
series are 1iom multiple age ranges wi1hin this demographic region. 

Another important attribute in addition to the Amherst Symphony attendees, is the 
membership of the Orchestra members. This repescnts a demographic of 98.2% 
from wi1hin Erie County. Once again, it should be reiterated this is very much a 
Western New York/Erie County based cultural asset. 

PO Box 1083 Williamsville, New York 14231-1083 • email: ASOrch46@gmail.com • www.amherstsymphony.com • (716) 633-4()06 
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• The Amherst Symphony Association Board bas maintaioed a mission that the concerts are 
fiee and open to everyone wi1bin Erie County. The concerts have been designed to attract 
audiences from a wide rauge of demognpbiclpopulations. 

• The infrascructure of the Amherst Symphony Orchestra is composed of volunteers &om our 
community who perform both administrative programm.iDg and ftmdraising ftmctions to 
maintain the viability of this orpnimtion. They have adopted a platform of not ODJy 
developing a programmatic platform based on contemponay cultural practices, but have been 
very cognizaDt of the need to address a wide variety of continuing and emerzing demosraPhic 
matters associated wi1b elder populations. ID particular, they have sponsored numerous 
activities to engage the youth of our community as weU as the senior citizen centers and 
facilities such as Amberleigh Retirement Community, Beechwood Continuing Care. and 
Elderwoocl. 

• You will note in tbe attacbed document coatainina the missioD and history of the Symphony, 
tbat the Amherst Symphony bas been a leading cultural entity of the highest cali'b«. In 
addition to the very talented and dedicated members of tbe OJdlestn. soloists, all with ties to 
Western New York, have included Carol Wincenc:, Professor of Flute at the Juilliard School, 
David Kim, Concertmasterofthe Philadelphia Orcbescra, and many of the principal 
musicians from the BPO wbo are of considerable national and international renown. 

At this time, we would lib to seek your support and that ofyo1D' colleagues in the Legislature for a sum 
of Sl 0,000. This particular donation would allow the orcheslra to Slabilize its financial well-being and, in 
tum, provide a very impor1ant su.•iubility quotient for the orchestra in the years to come. 

With the exception of the Buffalo Philharmonic, the Amherst Symphony Orchestra stands out as one of 
the cultural resoun::es of Erie County and promotes an ongoing platform for cultural development. 

We would welcome an opportunity to discuss and provide additional information regarding the Amherst 
Symphony Orchestra and i1s longstanding impact on the legacy of the performing arts within Erie County. 

Nancy E. Wallace, Presidellt 
Amherst Symphony Orchestra Association 

Enclosures 

Paul T. Wietig Ed.D. 
Interim Director, Teaching and Leaming Center 
Office of the Vice Provost for Faculty Affairs 
Core Curriculum Coordinator, Training Program 
Coordinator 
School of Public Health & Health Professions 
Adjunct Associate Professor of Rehabilitation Sciences 
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II 
Bee Group Newspapers 

WNY s Leading Suburban Newspapers 

September 11, 2012 

Mr. Ed Fisher 
Amherst Symphony Orchestra Association 
PO .8Px 1 08.1' 
WilliamsVille, NY 14231-1083 

Dear Ed, 

You asked about my support for the Symphony. I am a huge 
cheerleader and supporter of the Symphony and their mission. 

The Amherst Symphony Orchestra has been an intricate part of our 
~ty for 67 years. As you know, the four or five Sunday 
coo~ preformed yearly have grown in attendance plus the 
Orchestra bas entertained at mau:y other venues to spread the 
educational value of music in our town. 

Our newspaper has been reporting on all of their concerts and events. 
We are a strong supporter of the Symphony and their mission with 
their many beDefits to our community. 

I hAve been a member of the Syniphony Board of Oi.-ectors twice 
and have ·~ first hand~ dedication.o(the musicians, volunteers 

·and the ~.~citemeni ·•their ~ces. . . ~ . . 

B~ on the lq histor)r of the Symphony, 'tbe community and I 
Support the many, many benefits die Amherst Symphony Orchestra 
bas to offer. 

· . ·· • Bee Publicatio~lnc . 
... , ! , ~ . 

AmheniBee • Clanmce Bee • Ken-Ton a. • t..anc:a...ir Bee 
Depew Bee • Chi I~ Bee • WMI SellleCII Bee • OrcMrcl ParllBM • Ea1 Auron1 8ee 

5564 Main Street • Buffalo, NY 14221-&410 • 7181832-4700 • FAX 7181833-8801 • www.BaaNawa.cam 
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Amherst Symphoay Orchestra Mission Statement 

The Amherst Symphony Orchestra, a non-profit organization, offers volunteer 
musicians the opportunity to showcase their talents by performing free concerts to 
entertain and educate our audience. 

Description of the ASO 

The ASO, composed of approximately 85 volunteer musicians, plays to a diverse 
multi-cultural audience of over 5000 people during its four annual performances at 
Amherst Middle School, a summer concert held at the Amherst Museum and other 
perfof!1181Ja:S and activities during the season. In addition, the orchestra provides free 
musical education in area schools in assembly settings where various orchestra members 
with non-musical professions demoDStrate their instnanents and discuss the importance of 
music in their lives. The concerts are free, open to everyone, and, with the exception of the 
February concert which is perfomed at 3:00pm, are held Sunday evenings at 7:00pm, 
attractive times for young people, families with small cbildren and senior citizens. The 
ASO Association Boanl performs the administrative and fundraisiDg functions that are 
essential to maintain a viable org.aniution. The Board has a special liaison with senior 
centers and facilities such as Amberleigh Retirement Community, Beechwood Continuing 
Care and Elderwood and coordiutes buses and reserved seating for residents from those 
facilities. 

History 

The Amherst Symphony Orcbestra had its origin in 1946 as an adult education 
class at Amherst Senior High School taught by its first director/conductor Joseph Wincenc. 
The class was composed of people with a variety of professions who wanted to play 
musical instruments and perform for the sheer joy of the opportunity rather than the 
thought of any financial gain. Initial funding by the local RDtary Club provided the means 
to perform early concerts and essentially launch the ASO. Arthur Pankow, a guidance 
counselor at Amherst High, became the first general manager; he and Dr. W"mcenc formed 
the team tbat led the orchestra and caused it to evolve and grow as a volunteer 
organi7Jition. 

After fifty years of leadership, Dr. Wincenc and Mr. Pankow retired; the present 
team of Steven Thomas, Music Dilector/Conductor and Joan Fishburn, General Manager, 
has led the ASO to expand its outreach and elevate its performances to become the 
respected organization it is today. 

Narntive of Request 

The Amherst Symphony Orchestra Association, through its volunteer Board of 
Directors, assumes the responsibilities to present, promote and provide the funding for five 
concerts each year, four at the Amherst Middle School and a summer concert at the 
Amherst Museum. The Board is made up of people fiom all walks of life and representative of 
tbe residena of Amherst and swroUDdiug Erie County communities who make up our audience. 
Our Board is a working group inasmuch as each member bas a task or committee assignment. We 
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continually atrrmpt to mqalcl our audience cbroaP a ctmtwe Eadl summer we haw boo1bs at 
the wrasee ofVtlliamsville," W'illiamsvillo Water MiD Farmers Mmbt. "Ewoiaa in 1be Vlllage" 
aad our summer concert at the Amberst Museum where we oblaiD names ad addresses to add to 
our dafabese. For eacb c:oocer"" .. the Board provides vohmlleers to band out J11'681&WS, help with the 
first-c.ome.first-served seatina of pdrODS, and aaead to the several necessary behind-dao-sceues 
tasks tbat are part of pmaatina an enjoyable CODCert. The Board is suppoated by the Friends of the 
Amherst Symphony (FASO). fOtiDIII'Iy the Womea's Committee. a group comprised of 
approximately 125 men aad womeo, who provide iidieshmeadS for the orcheslra members, provide 
fimdiug for 1he orcbesba 1brousb a plaat sale in coajlllldioD with Mischler's Florists, aDd organize 
a Holiday Cookie R.ecqAioD for aD coacert-pn followiag the December concert. 

The ASOA oblains fimcliDa fivm several sources. These iaclude fiee wiD doDatioDs from 
conc:ert-goers nceMcl wbeD we pass bW dl at COIICCI$, the aet procoecls &om any fanclraisina 
activity tbat iavolves Board IDCIIIIber work. aad 111C1D8Y received fiom tbo FrieDds Committee 
resuJtina fiom plaat sales. Corpoude gifts iDclude amestricad JDODeyB roceived fiom corporations 
and ads tbat appear in our piuted prosrams. Privm cloDatioDs include gifts fiom individuals 
( coatribulors) aad orpniDfions audl as service clubs. We caasider public ftmcls to originate fiom 
local, COUDty and stlde gowalllllellt sources, IDd pants &om various fouodatioos. This past year. 
the ASO receivecl a .....,us anmt &om the Town of Ambenl; however, we did not receive 
fimdiD& tluough the offices of our New York SC* or Couaty legislators. 

8eatu •t of Need Md PropGICid Sohldoa 

As with most arts orpni?Jitioas, fimd-raisina is the most Unportaut Board dlallenge; 
without the necessary fimds, the odJer aclivities would DOt be possible. This past ,ar was a 
difficult ooe fiDancially for the ASO as it bad a deficit of over $10,000 which was coverod using 
reserve ftmds fiom accamulatecl surpluses of pmvious years. Clearly, 1his deficit must be 
elimiDated ill FY2013. 

Our budpt for the curreat fiscal ,ear is $13,570. Over the past several seasons, our budget 
bas incnlasod by nearly $25,000 as we coatinnally oacleavor to improve our services and programs 
which we hope will bolp to iacleaso tbe size of our audience aad ability to aaract fimding 00... 
reasons few tbe iiKnase are tbo result ofhigber COSIS for pest artists. an increase in the stipeod for 
the c:cmduc:torlmusic dbector, 1bo cost of provicliDa a shuUio bus to help alleviate perking problems. 
and paaal iDa-oases ill miscellaneous ilr:ms such es p;ntiDa 8Dd postap We are also expanding 
our imemet site es anocbor means to pi'OIIIOtc our acdvitios, inform 8Dd intaest people iD our 
programs and ob1ain privare clonaticJns oaliDo. Funclina &om iDdividual contributors 8Dd corporate 
sources bas ilaeasecl to cowr IIIUdl of1bo budget iDaease. For the curreDt year, we aro depending 
on individual coatributors to provide $34,000 and co1pu11de soun:es to provide $21,000, both 
historic highs lbat will reqan a great amount of wort to achieve. Our request of Sl 0,000 &om 
Brie County is a critical u it would bolp dJe ASO to stabilize our fiDancial SIBtlls. 

Project Objeedws, Aaddpated lPallha Md Work Plu 

The Amherst Sympbooy Ordlesana "project" is to paform a series of four regularly 
scbeduled concerts, a summer cooceat aod other perforauaas, opao to lbo public and ftee of 
cbarp. Our 8IIDU8I Summer Coocort was held at dJe Amherst Museum at 6:30pm on Aupst I 0, 
2012. The cooccrt, eutitlocl "A Gnmd Niglrt far SiagiD&" was conducled by ASO Music Director 
Steven 1bomu with tnunpeter Matt Miraglia and acconlioDist AI Schlisserman as the featured 

\.._, artisls. This year, the ASO will feature a YariCity of ontstandiDS guest artisls and aroupe either &om 
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or with ties 10 Wesllnl New York. The first replady scbedu.led concert of the seasoA, "Flute 
Finesse. .. wiD be pea fu.med on OdDber 21, 2012. The pest anisls for tbat cxmcert will be Carol 
W'mceac, a wartc1 RIDOWDOd flutist, .. .,_. of ASO founder .Joseph wmc.ac. 8lld professor of 
flute at the prestigious .Juillianl School in New York, aDd Christine Bailey, Principal BPO flutist 
This axceptionaJ combiDatioo of oubllaadingftudscs with local Dillie recopitioa is expected to 
nearly pact the .bouse OD c:oacert njpt. The Holiday Coacat, "The Most Wc:mderfial Tme oftbe 
Year," to be perfU11118Cl oa [)erember 2. 2012 wiD feldln soloist Jefhy Snider IDd tbo Bel Caa1o 
Choirs, conducted by Sue Fay AileD a pest artists. The ccmcert wall close witb the traditional 
audience ....... loag. ""Hop oatbe S)...paoay Bxpr.r wall be peafwwd on February 10, 2013 
and will feature WNED's Pela' HaD as the namdol' for -rile Little Eagine tbat CouJcL" Tbe 
"petting 'ZDO," pre-concert event and coacert are diacussed in the followiDg secaoa, Bducatioa. 1be 
filial coacertoftbe 1e810D on April14, 2013, "Roman mel Frieuds ... .BRAVO," features the BPO 
Principal cellist ad his stoMa. tbas caatinuiDa oar efforts to briDa BPO taleat 1D our stap for tbe 
eujoyment and bellie&t of our audience. All CODCeltl will bave a pre-coacert event begimdna4S 
minutes prior to the coaccrt. 

The work plaD is limply to do what tbo ASOA bas doDe siDce i1s iacepdoa. Our Music 
Commiaee bas already set die concert apada far the 2012-2013 SeasoD includiDa selecdoa of the 
guest artisls. The Gemnl Maapr and the Board will secme cbe fimdiag to support tbe ccmcerts 
and Giber acdvities duria& die SC8IOIL Fliers will be pep&nld prior to eadJ COIICCit and mailed to 
tho poceatiaJ conceit aaudees in our chda'c11e. Tho lilnrim will acquire tbo prinlecl music to be 
peafbJmecl. The GeDeraJ Menepr will pepaae the copy for tbo primed programs to be clistrib1Dd 
at each concert and CUidla witb a printer to have 1bom produced. 1he Music Director/Conductor 
will scbedulo and ctnct tbe required practice sessioas prior 1o .. CODCert. The paSODDel diroctor 
will 8SSIR that the various orchesara seats are filled for each rehearsal and concert. Board 
members will be pres eat at the COiiUiiiiS to 8llead to die vmaus peaiP-aJ acDvilies duriDa 1be 
concerts includins passina tbo lwk• to collect fiee will donations fiom cbe audieoco. A sound 
and Jisbtinl SIIMMIIW will inslallaod op&abJ the proper equipoeat for each conceit to mab 
our saqe aacl petf«maDc:e as pro&ssio11al as possible widlin our limi1ed budget. Tho oducation of 
our audieDce iDcludes die~ The scbool's &ont ball lobby wiD maaae the audience prior 
to concert time aad at ildermissioD with educatioaal infonDation and photos about the composers, 
musical pieces 8Dd pest lltisls. Families of young readers may preview picture book selectioDs 
geared toward each coacert's dlemo and tho iDsarumeDt family being hiahliafrted. The anticipDd 
results of our project an tho~ perfoiiiiiDCO of our coocerts BDd adler eYeiiiS for the 
eqjoyment of our maa.y loyal faDs which are mostly fiom Ambcnt. aad eadina the season at the 
fiDancial break-evea level, haviDa raised sufticient ftmds fiom our various sources to support all of 
our activities. Tbe success of our projectlproarmn is evaluated in 1enns of our audience, the quality 
of our pcdUi••hii!!MS and our ability 10 raise tho aecesacy fimds to pay tho bills througbout 1be 
season amd put us in a sood fiDancial poaitioll to bepl diO following season. 

u ............ 

Each year at 1be fiDaJ. COIICCII1 oftbe IC8SOD, tbe ASO, with fimdiog &om the W'dliamsville 
South Rotary Club 8Dd the FrieDds of tho ASO, aWIIIds a $1000 scholarship to a sbldeDt &om a 
hiab school ill 1be Town« Ambent who bas clemaastnded a hiah level ofproficieacy in some area 
of music, vocal or iDsarumental, and inteods to pwsue a music cuniculum in collop. Ia April 
2012, tbe winner was Leonard Raaallo, a classical guilarist wbo graduated &om Sweet Home High 
School in June. 

Since 1994, we have ideatified a dift'eaad school each year to mentor cluring the concert 
season; last years school wu Kaclmah School of8u881o in Bgertsville. The Amherst Symphouy 
Orcbeslla school outreach projliBiil is cfesianed to aid cbe existins scboolmusic curriculum. The 

G orcheslra places a high priority on briDgiua music ed11c:ation to scbools especially at the elemen1ary 
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grade level where studeats first begin to think about and may have an opportunity to play a musical 
instrument. During these impressionable years, the seeds that are sown often fiDel a fertile 
enviroameot tbat can pow and iDOuence a lifetime of activity and enjoyment. By exposing 
students to the music and instruments of an orchestra during those early formative years, the ASO 
hopes to develop musicians and audiences of the fUture. 

The ASO plans to 1ake its musical education efforts to a new level. We have already 
contacted Patricia Freund, the principal ofthe Saint Gregory School of Williamsville, New York 
which cummtly bas a music proga am; they are tbriUed at the p-ospec:t of working with us on our 
proposed project. Tbe project bas four elements: a music class project assipment for extra credit 
in which students are required to attend one or more ASO concerts and ptepare a written critique of 
their observatioDs and impressions; an instrumeat "petting mo" during which students from the 
Saint GregoJy School and other local schools can hold and try out wind, string and percussion 
insttuments to leam something about them and, hopefully, begin to get interested; this wiD be 
immediately followed by a concert in which all of the iDsttuments are u.S to crate beautffial 
music; and, at diffenmt times during the year, visits in the form of classroom or assembly programs 
will be held at the Saint Gregory School to initiate, enhance and reinforce the overall experience of 
this introduction to classical music. 

The project will begin in October, 2012 when Saint Gregory music class students will be 
given an extra credit assignment to aUend one or more Amherst Symphony concerts and CRate a 
written evaluation of their observations and impressions. This "homework" aspect of ASO 
involvement with schools will cause students to focus on the music, prepare themselves to listen 
and evaluate the music, and come away with an appreciation of wbat they heard. This represents a 
"first" and we are excited to try it out as we endeavor to generate iataest in kids and develop fUture 
musicians and audieoces. This is made possible, in part, because all ASO concerts are fiee and do 
not represeut a cost burden to 1be students or their paacuts. Dlaing October, to the extent to which 
they are available, Carol W"mcenc, a world reoowned flutist and professor at the JuiUiard School in 
New York, and Christine Bailey, principal tJutist for the BPO, both of whom will be guest artists at 
the October 21,2012 concert, wiU visit Saint Gregory School to demonstrate their instruments and 
excite the students with their virtuoso capabilities. Members of the Amherst Symphony will also 
visit the school to similarly demonstrate other instruments and, thereby, set the stage for a season in 
which students at the elementary level are introduced to symphonic iDstnunents and music. In 
addition, Saint Gregory School students will participate in a contest to design the cover for the 
December 2, 2012 concert programs; the winner will receive a cash award of$25. 

The "pelting mo" portiOD oftbe Febrwuy ccmcert, "Hop on the Sympboay Express," will 
be held in the Amherst Middle School gymnasium from 1:45 to 3:00pm on February 10, 2013. A 
wide range ofinslrwneDts from McCieUan Music House (wind), Monaco Music (strings), and 
Butralo Drum Outlet (percussion) will be available during tbe "pettina mo. " Each student 
attending the "petting mo" will receive a copy of the cleverly illustrated booklet "The Symphony 
Goes to School-A Musical Guide to the Instruments of the Orcbestta., The Amherst Symphony 
concert wiD be performed in the Middle School auditorium beginning at 3:00pm. This concert will 
feature WJ'he Little &gine tbat Could" narrated by Peter Hall of Classical WNED, Buffalo. It is 
noted that the concerts pedormed on December 2, 2012 and Aprill4, 2013 involve students as 
guest artists. The December concert will present the Bel Canto Choirs conducted by Sue Fay 
Allen, a former Amherst Middle School music teacher. The choirs will also perform dunng a pre­
concert event 4S minutes before the regular concert. The April concert will feature Roman 
Mekinulov, Principal BPO cellist, as the guest artist. Prior to the concert, a ceUo competition will 
be conducted by Mr. Mekinulov among the students of his Bravo Cello Camp. The winner of the 
competition will perform onstage with the ASO durin& the April concert. Members of the Bravo 
group will also perform during the April pre-concert event. Thus, the Saint Gregoty students will 
be encouraged to attend and report on four symphony orchestra concerts and, hopefully, some will 
gain an appreciation of classical music that will last a lifetime. 
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. .. .. 

At a date to be established in Marcll2013, thirteen ASO musicians will put on an assembly 
program at the Saint Gregory School for the students and their parents to consolidate the 
experiences oftbe previous visits, "peUiDg ZDO" aDd concert, and the messqe COD1ained in the 
booklet; additional copies oftbe booklet will be distributed for use during the assembly. The ASO 
volunteer musicians, who make their livelihoods fiom a variety of occupations, will not only 
d~ their instruments but tell their life stories and how the love of music provides an added 
dimension to their lives. The assembly will be followed by a reception with snacks to enco'lD"B8'= 
conversation and interaction among the musicians, students, parents and teachers. 

Beaefidaries 

We work hard to expose our musical passion to area students and to involve them in 
several ways. Each year, the Friends of the Amherst Symphony present a scholarship to an 
outstanding student who intends to pursue music in a college curriculum. For the February 2012 
concert, the program cover design was created by a student &om Kadimab School of Buffalo. The 
winner was awarded a $50 us Saving Bond in addition to the excitement of seema his/her work 
appearing on over I 000 covers. 'I'he program cover design competition for the coming season will 
be moved to the December c:oncat when Saint Gregory students will compete for the honor. High 
School Youth Engaged in Service (YES) students are present at all of our regularly scheduled 
concerts at the Amherst Middle School to band out programs, perform ushering duties and provide 
assistance as needed. Other ways include the annual visits by orchestra members to our 
community schools, the publication of a booklet for children that describes the layout of an 
orchestra and the various instruments, the frequent performance of school musical groups and 
gifted young musicians during our cooca1s and the pro-concert events, and having high school 
students write the concert "program notes" that appear in the printed programs for our four 
concerts. 

The concerts are all perfonned in Amherst which is conveuient for Erie County residents, 
especially senior citizens with limited access to transportation. The concerts are free so that cost is 
not a prohibiting factor. Parking congestion has become a "nice" problem. Two solutions are 
offend: I. Adding pre-concert events bas allowed our audience to chOose: their arrival times. 2. 
Additional parting space has been made available at the nearby Amherst Senior High School with 
a free shuttle sel'vice provided between the schools. Based on a recent poll, we estimate that 
approximately 9SOAI of our attendees are residents of Erie County who are the direct beneficiaries of 
our efforts and funding provided by Erie County. 

Fature Piau ud SastaiaabiDty 

As a volun1eec orpni:zation, tbe funds we can raise &om non-public sources are oot 
sufficient to meet the perfolmance and other standards to which we and our audience have become 
accustomed. This year, we are making a special effort to energize the ASOA Board to 
substantially increase funding &om private and corporate sources. However, funding &om Erie 
County in the amount of$10,000 would provide financial stability for the ASO by essentially 
covering the Joss incurred during the 2011-2012 Season. It would provide a critical addition 
needed to augment funds &om other sources and make it possible for the ASO to financially break 
even after presenting five fiee concerts for a total audience of nearly SOOO people, approximately 
98% of wbom are Erie County residents. The concerts are events that educate, inform, inspire, 
enter1ai.n and bring families of all ages together. This represents the ultimate benefit to the citizens 
of Erie County. 




