SUSPENSION

A RESOLUTION TO BE SUBMITTED BY
LEGISLATORRATH, LORIGO, TODARO, AND MILLS

Re: A Resolution Calling on Governor Cuomo to Sign the Comprehensive Broadband
Connectivity Act

WHEREAS, in 2016 Governor Cuomo stated it was his goal to achieve full coverage for
access to broadband internet for all New York residents by the end of 2018; and

WHEREAS, in the past, this honorable body has supported measures by New York State
to provide expanded access to broadband services; and

WHEREAS, unfortunately, many of the rural areas in New York State, including parts of
Erie County, still do not have full access to broadband internet speeds; and

WHEREAS, with the spread of COVID-19 and the resulting increase in people working
or learning from home, access to high-speed internet has never been more important to providing
a level playing field for our rural communities; and

WHEREAS, the Comprehensive Broadband Connectivity Act is intended to require the
Public Service Commission conduct a study to determine the level of access to high-speed
internet across the entire state; and

WHEREAS, the Public Service Commission’s study would provide insights into how far
New York has progressed in its efforts to achieve universal high-speed internet coverage and
how much more work is still have left to do; and

WHEREAS, the bipartisan bill was overwhelmingly approved in both the state Senate
and state Assembly, and has been awaiting executive action for over two months. Considering
how important internet access is, the bill must be signed into law immediately.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT

RESOLVED, that this honorable body hereby urges Governor Cuomo to act to sign the
Comprehensive Broadband Connectivity Act immediately so that we are able to determine how
much progress has been made to provide broadband internet access to all New York residents;
and, be it further

RESOLVED, that certified copies of this resolution be sent to the Western New York
Delegation to the New York State Senate and Assembly, Governor Andrew Cuomo’s office, and
any other party deemed necessary and proper.

Fiscal Impact: None to county resources.
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IN SENATE

July 17, 2020

Introduced by Sens. METZGER, MAY, GALLIVAN, BAILEY, BENJAMIN, BIAGGI,
BORRELLO, BOYLE, BROOKS, CARLUCCI, GAUGHRAN, GOUNARDES, HARCKHAM,
HELMING, HOYLMAN, JACKSON, JORDAN, KAMINSKY, KENNEDY, KRUEGER, LIU,
MARTINEZ, MAYER, MYRIE, ORTT, PARKER, PERSAUD, RIVERA, SALAZAR, SAVI-
NO, SEPULVEDA, SERRANO, SKOUFIS -- read twice and ordered printed, and
when printed to be committed to the Committee on Rules

AN ACT to amend the public service law, in relation to the public
service commission reviewing broadband and fiber optic services within
the state

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem-
bly, do enact as follows:

Section 1. Short title. This act shall be known and may be cited as
the "comprehensive broadband connectivity act".

§ 2. Legislative findings. The legislature hereby finds and declares
that access to high-speed internet 1s a fundamental right and it is
incumbent upon the State to ensure provision of this right to every New
Yorker. Yet many areas of the state do not have access to adequate
broadband services. The lack of competition in the telecommunications
marketplace has been a cause of deteriorated service for customers and
users of regulated telephonic and telecommunications services. The lack
of access to adequate internet services for schools, businesses, fami-
lies, and healthcare facilities has had substantial negative economic
and social 1impact particularly in rural and other underserved and
unserved communities.

§ 3. The public service law is amended by adding a new section 224-c
to read as follows:

§.224-¢. Broadband and fiber optic services. 1. For the purposes of
this section:

{a).The term "served" means any location with at least two internet
service providers and at least one such provider offers high-speed
internet service.

(b} The term "underserved" means anv location which has fewer than two
internet service providers, or has internet speeds of at least 25 mega-

EXPLANATION--Matter in italics (underscored) 1s new; matter in brackets
[~] is o0ld law to be omitted.
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{c) The term "unserved"” means any location which has no fixed wireless

service or wired service with speeds of 25 mbps download or less avail-
able .
Th "high- intern rvice" means intern rvi £

at gﬁgt 100 mbp§ download and at lg_gt 10 mbps upload.

W&M@Llwﬂe_w

(£f) The term "location" shall mean a geographic area smaller than a
census tract,

The term "intern rvi rovider" 11l m ny person, busi-
nes r organizatio ified t i in this state that
mﬂmﬂmﬁm&ua@n@nﬂ or other entities with the ability

2 Thg comm n.sg:l.on shall study the availability, affordability and

have not be&n comwlzgé w1ﬁh

igh-spe
y dxv;ge,

1 of comm ;mwn 5
@.gg.gm_abm; tv @nd adg_qu.ém: s QXvice
L) _examine any pther telecommunications deficiencies affecting broad-

n rvi i ms n fur r th nomi n ial 1
of the state: and
(g) produce, maintain and publish on its website, a detailed internet
£ i i i i rvi

lg_gtzon _Su ch map shall xng;ude, hut not be limited to, the following

n?ixz} the tvpgﬁ of internet service and technologies available includ-
ing but neot limited to dial-up, broadband, wireless,. fiber. ¢oax. oF

satellite;

(iv) the number of internet service providers available, the price of
internet service available; and
{v) gnv chgx fgg;ggg ;hg ggmm ssion may deem relevant.
ission s a report of its findings and recommen-

d_atlons from thumduﬂmmd_;njnbd;xmmm__m_im_tg

Intro. 17-9
3of4



O ~J oy U WN

WWWWNDNNNNNMNNNMNNNNRPHERRPER PR e
WNHFEFOWW-ITHUTSWNEFEOW--JOnU & WK F O W

SUSPENSION
3

S. 8805

gggﬂagﬁ, and an_undgged reporﬁ .annually Lh@reaftw; mﬁugh_gga

include, but not be limited to, the followlnq
net 1dentlfv1ng—EhlQh—ﬂ—Ei§_EI3_5ﬁX+_Q+_Qﬂﬁﬁ&!ﬁi_ﬁnﬂ_ﬂﬂdﬁﬁéﬁ_ZQQL
regional v f i r i i

county-leve] medlan _incom

1ntgrﬁ_¢a §grvgg_e__p_rg lderg. g,g ggg_mnxcatlong gongerng, labor gg ganiza-
tions, public safet

and other bu:

_mgﬁgsg_gug_tc ahﬁgnt, 1naui2;gLgmLL_Q;__ngQgqna;g_hgggghang_g___;hg_
optic service pursuant to subdivision one of this section.
6. te the purposes of this section, the commigsion may

ﬁﬁﬁn&ﬁﬁ_ﬁnﬁuﬁhi_l_rQQQ_IQ_ﬁL_m_a_x_dQp__Lmﬁ_E*_ﬁl_L§LQn¢_bQ§£§+;hQ£§ﬁu¢

Qﬂizxmgﬂﬁméﬁﬁ_ﬁgﬂﬂiﬁWEBQMQQL_§§WMQQQKME section.
§ 4. This act shall take effect on the thirtieth day after it shall

have become a law.

Intro. 17-9
4 0of 4





